
	   	   	  

	  
	  
	  

 
Read Luke 10:25-29.  The lawyer asked Jesus a question he thought he already knew the answer to, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus knew the lawyer was 
well acquainted with the law and replied simply with, “what is written in the Law?”  The lawyer responded with the two most important commandments, “love God and 
love your neighbor” in which Jesus confirmed that he had answered correctly.  The conversation could have ended, but the lawyer proceeded to ask another clarifying 
question, “and who is my neighbor?”  Why do you think the lawyer asked this question?  What response do you think he was expecting?  How would you have answered 
that question? 
 
HOW DO I PROVE MY LOVE FOR JESUS AND THEREFORE EVERYONE? 
 
When I see the opportunity…  Read Luke 10:30-32.  If we are honest with ourselves, we see the opportunities to love God and others on a regular basis.  The Priest and 
the Levite saw the man in need, and made the conscious choice to ignore and avoid.  What do you think hurt this man more, being physically beaten by robbers or seeing 
people, who were supposedly “righteousness,” pass him by?  Explain.  What message do you convey to those who are truly desperate and broken, when we choose to 
walk by them?   
 
…I respond with compassion…  Read Luke 10:33.  Why do you sometimes pass up on the opportunities to show compassion?  What role does discernment and 
discretion play in showing compassion? Does this mean we should be running around looking for or making up opportunities?   
 
…and continual care…  Read Luke 10:34.  The Samaritan did not go out looking for an opportunity, but the opportunity came to him.  How do we sometimes get this 
backwards?  Who provides the opportunities to serve and love your neighbors?  The Samaritan responded to this opportunity by willingly giving of his time, energy, money 
and resources.  It was a sacrifice for him, but he changed his plans to meet this need.  He attended to the man’s wounds even though it was messy for him.  He used his 
own money and resources despite the expense.  He even let the injured man ride his animal while he walked; it was hard and humbling work for him.  After seeing what 
the Samaritan did, how do you need to grow in your continual care of others? 
 
…until the need is met.  Read Luke 10:35.  Not only did the Samaritan see the need and respond with compassion, he also intentionally stayed involved until the need 
was no more.  The Samaritan’s influence was very narrow, yet extremely impactful.  He went deep with one, instead of going broad and shallow with many.  What can you 
learn about serving and caring for others from this parable?  If you really want to make an impactful difference, what must you do? Are we prepared to go deep and make 
a disciple of someone in need? Are we ready to help others be healthy both physically and spiritually? 
 
WHY DO I SHOW MY LOVE FOR JESUS AND THEREFORE EVERYONE? 
 
Because Jesus loves me…  Read Luke 10:36-37a.  Mercy is motivated when I remember and personalize the gospel in my own experience.  Vertical mercy becomes my 
motivator of horizontal compassion.  Most opportunities to show mercy will likely be a sacrifice, but when I respond to the need it is evidence of real compassion.  Read 2 
Corinthians 5:14.  How can someone become controlled by the love of Christ?  How does or should the gospel effect your everyday interactions? Are we changed and even 
new people because of the selfless love that Jesus has for us? 
 
…and His love is contagious.  Read Luke 10:37b.  When I am inspired by His love for me, I cannot help but love those who God brings in my path.  How did the 
compassion of the Samaritan rub off on the innkeeper?  What would happen if one person in our small group showed their love for Jesus by ministering to someone in 
great need?  How would that influence the rest of our small group? 
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