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Luke 22:31-34 & 54-62 
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James 1:1-18 

 

PRIDE IS A KILLER 
	 

As a follower of Jesus Christ, you will experience moments in your life that test your commitment to Him.  It is easy to follow Him when life is going well, but what 
will you do when life presses into you hard?  After a job loss, marital struggles, or death of a loved one, are you still going to follow Christ?  How about when 
opportunities present themselves to share Christ with others, are you eager to identify with Him, or do you avoid the conversation and deny Him?  Identify where is it 
easy in your life to be bold for Christ and where are you tempted just to blend in with the world?   

 
1) Jesus warns me… 

• of my enemy = SATAN 
• of my priority = FAITH 
• of my opportunity = REPENTANCE 
• of my responsibility = ENCOURAGEMENT 
• of my downfall = OVERCONFIDENCE 

 
Read Luke 22:31-34.  Spiritual warfare is all around us and is way more intense than we realize or have the ability to comprehend.  Satan desires to “sift you like 
wheat,” just like he wanted to do with Peter. How can you have an enduring faith, even when the spiritual warfare is so intense?  When your faith does fail, it leads to 
an opportunity of repentance.  You can never fall out of His love for you, and He is always eagerly waiting for you to be restored to Him through repentance.  How does 
having a loving, forgiving, and gracious heavenly Father encourage your heart to come back to Him for your source of strength and place of refuge?   
 
Overconfidence in your own ability to withstand spiritual warfare will often lead to your own downfall, like it did for Peter.  Being overconfident means you are in a 
place of vulnerability spiritually, because of a lack of dependence in God.  What areas in your life are you showing an overconfidence in yourself by being tempted to 
tell God “I got this”?  Describe a situation in which you change from being overconfident in yourself, to having a confidence rooted in dependence on God. 

 
2) I respond by… 

• Following my own way. 
• Hiding who I am. 
• Denying who I am. 
• Remembering who I am. 
• Repenting of my own way. 

 
Read Luke 22:54-62.  Peter was following Christ “at a distance” which prevented him from seeing Christ clearly.  When you follow Christ your own way the same thing 
happens.  When you cannot see Christ clearly it affects how you view your relationship with Him and how you share (or not share) Him with others.  You are more 
likely to try to blend into the crowd, hiding who you are in Christ, or even blatantly deny knowing Him.  How do you know if you are following Christ your own way or 
His way?  How has following Christ His way resulted in your heart being enthusiastic and contagious to others around you?      
 
Peter remembered his heart being overly confident in himself, which led to his downfall.  Just as He did with Peter, Christ wants to use your downfalls for His greater 
good.  He can do this when you repent of following Him your own way and willfully surrender to His way.  Peter would be greatly used by God to establish the church 
moving forward.  How has God used a “downfall” in your life to bring about repentance and future opportunities to live and share Christ with others?  How are you 
currently following Christ your own way instead of His way?  In what ways do you need to change and repent? 


