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More Than Forgiveness 
	  

MATTHEW 4:1-11 

Genesis 3:1-24 Deuteronomy 6:10-19 Deuteronomy 8:1-10 I Corinthians 10:1-14 Galatians 5:13-26 

Have you found yourself going to Jesus saying, “Oops, I did it again! Will you please forgive me?”  Why do we get stuck so easily in the repetitive cycle of 
being tempted, committing the sin, and then asking God for forgiveness?  Is there a better way?  If so, what is the better way? 
 
Jesus is my VICTORY over sin.  When Jesus is my victory over sin, I find freedom in my daily walk.  Why is preaching the gospel to yourself daily so 
important as a believer in Jesus Christ?   
 
Sin comes when … 

• I give in to “over desires.”  Define “over desires.”  How can an innocent desire become sin?  What innocent desires become over desires often in 
your life?  Write them down.  How have over desires controlled your heart this week? 

 
• I take the easy way out.  Taking the path of least resistance may be man’s quick fix, but is this Godly wisdom?  What do we forfeit when we take 

shortcuts apart from God’s plan?  How have you taken the easy way out from God’s plans this week?   
 

• I find glory in my kingdom.  In my flesh, I want to be my own master.  I want to call the shots, I want to have my own way, and I want to fulfill 
my every desire.  Do I worship myself?  Do I want others to see how great I am?  How does living for yourself lead to disaster?  What parts of “your 
kingdom” are you reluctant to submit to Christ?  List them. 

 
Victory over sin comes through… 

1. Following the Spirit of God.  Read Matthew 4:1.  When Christ was baptized, immediately the Spirit of God descended on him (Matthew 3:16) and 
God the Father proclaimed that He had found favor in his Son (Matthew 3:17).  This proclamation was going to be put to the test as the Spirit led him 
to the wilderness to be tempted.  What is the role of the Spirit in my life?  How has the Spirit guided you during a temptation? 
 

2. Depending on the Word of God.  Read Matthew 4:2-4.  Forty days is a long time to be fasting.  Certainly, Christ was beyond hungry and Satan 
knew it.  Satan thought Christ was in a vulnerable position for him to be tempted.  How has Satan tried to tempt you when you have been in a place 
of vulnerability?  Were you in a state of vulnerability because the Spirit led you there or because you placed yourself there (I Peter 4)?  How does 
knowing God’s Word help or hinder you in temptation?  What physical desires do you chase after while squandering spiritual fulfillment? 

 
3. Trusting the Heart of God.  Read Matthew 4:5-7.  Trusting the heart of God means I know He loves me, therefore I do not need to test His love for 

me.  Since I can trust His heart, and can certainly also trust His plan for me, I do not need to take the easy way out or divert to a shortcut.  How are 
you trusting in God’s love and plan for your life right now?  In this passage, Satan misquotes and mangles scripture.  How have you justified sin in 
your life, by chopping up scripture to say something that it is not?  How does this show a lack of trust in God? 

 
4. Serving in the Kingdom of God.  Read Matthew 4:8-10.  Satan’s last-ditch effort to get Jesus to sin is ridiculous and even irrational.  Satan 

suggests to Jesus that if he wants to be king over the entire world, then he would have to simply bow and worship him.  REALLY?  Christ knew 
there is only one who is worthy of worship.  He certainly was not going to worship Satan and go against God’s plan to save the world through the 
cross.  Can you see how Jesus was serving God the Father and us by going to the cross?  How is serving an act of worship?  In what ways do you 
worship/serve God daily?  How is building God’s kingdom so much more fulfilling than building your own kingdom?   


