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More Than A Tradition 
	  

MATTHEW 3:1-17 

Luke 1:8-17 
Luke 1:55-66 

John 1:6-8 
John 1:19-28 

Luke 3:1-22 
 

John 1:29-51 Matthew 11:1-19 

John the Baptist was a man who did not live like us.  His home address was located somewhere in the wilderness where he also found his food – things like 
locusts and wild honey.  He later found a home in prison.  His fabric of choice for clothing was not so fashionable: camel’s hair.  Not only did he not live like 
us, he did not live long because Herod had him killed.  Realistically, John should have never existed.  Elizabeth, his mother, was infertile and her childbearing 
years had passed.  Yet Christ says of John in Matthew 11:11a, “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 
Baptist.”  WOW, what a statement from Christ!   Because of John’s lowly life, it is easy to see that the only reason for his existence was Christ!  God ordained 
him to prepare the way for The Man, my King, who is Jesus Christ.  Why was John such an important piece to the coming of Christ on earth?  How is the 
purpose of your existence similar, yet different than John the Baptist?  John the Baptist spoke these words in John 3:30, “He must increase, I must decrease.”  
What does this look like daily in my life?  How can I increase more in Christ, and continue to die to myself? 
 
Jesus is more than a tradition; he came to transform my life.  Read Matthew 3:1-17.  The key to my life being transformed by Christ is His forgiveness.  In this 
passage we see three traditions: confessing sins, doing good, and being baptized.  How has religion made confession of sins (v1-6) a tradition?  How can we 
make it more than a tradition, so God can use it for transformation?  Think small groups along with I John 1:9.   
 
Most people would agree that doing good (v7-10), is a good thing.  But Christ wants you to do good not just for the sake of doing good.   Read Luke 3:8; 10-
14.  What motivates you to do good?  How do you know if your motive for doing good, is the fruit of Christ’s forgiveness?    
 
Baptism is sacred in every Christian church regardless of denomination.  It is a tradition that is lasting.  The fulfillment of forgiveness is in Jesus.  The best 
way to demonstrate this is by visibly and audibly sharing with others about how God’s forgiveness has changed your life by being baptized (v11-17).  At the 
Baptism service on Sunday morning, what did you see and hear that made the service more than a tradition?  How were the lives of those being baptized 
clearly transformed?  How did their testimonies inspire and challenge your heart?  What do you remember about your decision to get baptized?  Was it 
pressure by tradition or inspired by Christ’s forgiveness of you?  Have you been transformed and now need to be baptized?     
 
Communion in my Small Group 
 
Nowhere is the power and glory of God seen more clearly than at the cross. For it was on the cross the glory of God was displayed. This is why we praise 
Him. This is what we remember. One of the great joys of remembering the cross is the observance of communion. The Lordʼs Supper stands as a sign of our 
continued fellowship with Christ. It is a time of remembering Christʼs death and the benefits His death brought to all who believe. It is a celebration of unity 
and an affirmation of our faith. Communion is a time that we as people of the cross come to revere and honor the power and glory of the cross. 
 
Suffering. Luke 22:14-15, “before I suffer…” Ask God to bring sin in your life to your mind and bring it to Him knowing that He will forgive and restore.  
 
Incarnation. Luke 22:16-19, “this is my body broken for you…” Thank the Lord for the amazing sacrifice that He has made for you…meditate on how brutally 
His body was broken…for you.  
 
Covenant. Luke 22:20, “the new covenant in my blood…” Pray that God will bring to your mind ways that you could express your love back to Him in 
obedience and service.	    


