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Jesus Is Calling Me To Sacrifice 
	

MARK 10:17-31 

 
Romans 5:1-11 

 

 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

 

 
Hebrews 10:1-18 

 

 
1 Corinthians 12 

 

 
I Peter 4:1-11 

When you think of the word “sacrifice” what kind of thoughts and emotions go through your head?  Do you view sacrifice as something you look forward to doing or 
something that you dread?  Explain. 

 

Jesus is Calling Me to Sacrifice, His Heart Application:  Read Mark 10:17-31 about the rich young man.  When this man approaches Jesus, he asked Him the 
wrong questions (v17b), “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  This question stems from wrong thinking that if I do everything good, obey the Law, then I am right 
before God.  The disciples asked the right question later on (v26b), “Then who can be saved?”  The disciples’ question comes without any preconceived assumptions and 
from a heart of humility.  They knew they could bring nothing to the table concerning salvation, whereas the rich young man thought he had something to offer Jesus.  
How can you sometimes get caught up in thinking that my relationship with Christ is more about what I can offer, instead of what He has done? 
 

Not only did the rich man ask the wrong question, he also believed the wrong thing: I have to be good (v18-21).  The passage says Jesus loved this man (v21a).  His love 
for him was unconditional, and the rich young man was making it conditional.  This man’s focus was on his outward behavior opposed to what was happening in his heart.  
He thought the 10 commandments would justify him because of his outward behavior, instead of the 10 commandments exposing his inward sinful heart.  The rich man 
thought he had no need for the free gift of salvation.  The right thing to believe is found in verses 23-27.  It is not hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God; it is 
actually impossible (like a camel going through an eye of a needle)!  How can I sometimes get caught up in doing the right thing, without believing the right thing?  Why 
do we sometimes focus more on changing our behavior than our heart? 
 

This man walked away, making the wrong decision (v22).  He sadly left Jesus knowing how much he would have to give up—all of his accumulated wealth.  We can 
clearly see that the disciples made the right decision (v28) as they left everything to follow Jesus.  This decision was an internal decision that brought about external 
change.  How can the daily decision to follow Christ or not reflect what is happening in my own heart?  What am I struggling to sacrifice or leave behind, to follow Christ?  
How can my small group help? 

 

Jesus is Calling Me to Sacrifice, My Heart Application:  God is calling the rich young man to sacrifice the temporal riches to gain the eternal riches, what really 
matters and what is lasting.  Sacrifice is found in many different ways - not always in possessions or money.  Christ knew what this young man needed to sacrifice; in 
the same way He knows what needs to be sacrificed in my own heart.  What is it in my own heart do I sometimes treasure more than Christ?     
 

Steve's main application was serving in the church.  This is a sacrifice Christ calls us to so we can serve the mission and serve the Church.  But it requires sacrifice.  This 
sacrifice is not to be done out of drudgery or duty, but out of a willing and generous heart.  One of the biggest reasons why people do not serve is lack of time.  Am I 
overcommitted in my life in the temporal matters, not leaving enough time to focus the eternal?  Is God calling me to get involved at Harvest through serving?  How and 
what am I willing to sacrifice in order for that to happen?  How does serving bring about a complete and lasting joy in my life? 
 

Communion in my Small Group:  There is no greater sacrifice, than the sacrifice Christ made for me upon the cross.  I deserved to die, but He died in my place.  
Communion is an opportunity to remember the sacrifice He made for me, but also to celebrate that Christ’s physical victory over death is my victory over spiritual death 
through Him.  This should inspire me to be a living sacrifice for Him daily (Read Romans 12:1-2).    
 

My Heart.  Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-29.  Paul encourages every believer to first examine his own heart before taking communion.  Do I have unconfessed sin?   Is 
someone or something in my life on the throne of my heart other than Jesus Christ?  Go boldly before His throne of grace in prayer with confession and adoration. 
 

His Sacrifice.  Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-24.  His Body was broken for me.  Take the bread as a visible reminder of the cost of salvation.  What is given freely to me cost 
God His only son.  Jesus Christ’s body was beaten so brutally that He was unrecognizable.  Though His suffering was intense, His love for me was greater.  Read 1 
Corinthians 11:25-26.  The blood that flowed from Jesus’ body is the blood that makes atonement for my sin.  Christ was the perfect, holy sacrifice.  He was the Lamb of 
God; therefore, His death was the final sacrifice needed for payment of my sins.  Take the juice with gratitude for your Lord and Savior!   

 


