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Jesus Is Calling Me To Commitment 
	

LUKE 9:57-62 

 
I Kings 19 

 
Matthew 8 

 
John 6:41-71 
 

 
Romans 1:1-17 

 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

The word “follow” in the Greek implies not a one-time call to follow Christ, but a continual commitment to follow Him.  All of us would say that we are a follower of 
Jesus Christ, but are you following Him on your terms, or His terms?  How do you know by whose terms you are following Christ from day to day? 
 
3 Questions to Gauge my Commitment to Christ: 
 
Question #1:  Am I willing to lose my sense of belonging?  I respond unashamed.  Read Luke 9:57-58.  In this passage, we see that a fox has a hole, a 
place where he belongs.  We also see that the bird has a nest, a place where she belongs, but the Son of Man has nowhere to belong.  Isaiah prophesied this “He was 
despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not” 
(Isaiah 53:3).  For the Scribe inquiring about following Christ, this would have been a hard reality he would have to accept.  If he committed to following Christ, he would 
no longer be viewed as a well-respected and educated man, but as a fool for giving up everything he had to follow Jesus.  He would no longer have a sense of belonging 
amongst society, especially his peers.  Instead of being accepted, he now would also have to face rejection alongside Jesus.  Where is it hardest for you to set yourself 
apart from the world, and unashamedly commit to following Christ?  Why?  Instead of just focusing on the fears that hold you back, what is possible spiritual fruit in your 
life that may develop if you were unashamed in those situations?      
 
Though you have to lose your sense of belonging in the world, we do have the local church and small group where we can belong to one another.  Also we have the future 
hope of heaven, where we have an eternal belonging.  Paul puts it this way, “our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 2:20).  How do these truths, encourage you today as 
you live in the world, a place you do not belong?   
 
Question #2:  Am I willing to set aside my excuses?  I respond right away.  Read Luke 9:59-60.  Jesus handpicked the second man from the crowd.  He 
asked the man to follow him.  The man responded favorably with a commitment to follow Christ, as long as he was given the opportunity to bury his father first.  To the 
reader, this seems like a super reasonable request.  But Christ, being all-knowing, can see right to the man’s heart.  Either his father was not yet dead and the son was 
simply waiting for his inheritance or the father was already dead and in a tomb waiting to transfer his father’s bones to a box (a common ritual in Palestine).  Either way, 
Christ knew that this man was stalling and making excuses.  Christ was not calling this man to dishonor his father, but teaching him the urgency for believers to be 
focused on eternal work, not temporal matters.   What is something that Christ has called you to do, but you have come up with “reasonable” excuses in order to delay a 
commitment to Him?  It is not too late to respond!  Our God is a God of grace!  What action steps do you need to commit tonight, so that you can respond to Christ right 
away? 

 
Question #3:  Is Christ the biggest influence in my life?  I respond with unwavering devotion.  Read Luke 9:61-62.  The third man spoke up from the 
crowd and asserts his willingness to follow Christ.  What guts after listening to the pervious two conversations!  To us, his request to say good-bye to his family first 
seems not only reasonable, but a small ask.  Yet, once again as only God can do, Christ saw directly to this man’s heart.  Christ knew if this man returned home to say 
good-bye, that his family (who are not followers of Christ) would convince him not to follow Christ.  His family’s influence was greater than Christ’s in his life.  When you 
make an ongoing, daily commitment to follow Christ, you need to “keep your hand to the plow without looking back”.  If you look back, your devotion to Christ will 
certainly waver to the left or right.  Who or what competes with Christ as the biggest influence in your life?  How can you stay focused on your devotion to Christ more 
consistently than you currently do?   
 
We do not know if these 3 individuals decided to follow Christ or not.  Knowing the end of the story does not matter--what matters is how you will respond.  Christ is 
calling you to an unwavering commitment to follow Him.  End the small group discussion by talking about how you have personally observed spiritual fruit in your life as 
a direct result of your commitment to following Christ. 

 


