
	 	

	
	
	
	
	

Think about what you love most about Christmas.  Is it the gigantic, inflatable lawn ornaments?  Or maybe it is shopping at the thrift store 
looking for a vintage Christmas sweater?  Or is it cuddling by the fire to watch all those Christmas claymation specials on TV?  Or do you 
love a crowd of strangers gathered at your front door singing, “Oh, bring us some figgy pudding” and “We won’t go until we get some, so 
bring it right here!”  (Scary!)  What does your heart long for, more than anything else, during Christmas?  How can these desires of your 
heart sometimes lead to disappointment, un-fulfillment, and unmet expectations?   
 

3 Truths That Grow My Love: 
 

1.  God’s love leads to my loyalty.  Read John 15:9-11.  If we are honest with ourselves, our hearts are often set on lust opposed to 
love over Christmas.  “I want this!”, “Why did you get me this?”, “Yes, more please!”, “Is this too much to ask?”, “Leave me alone, I am 
trying to relax!”, “Quiet, I cannot hear the TV!”.  The best way to redirect our hearts is to abide in the love of Christ.  What does abiding in 
Christ’s love look like?   
 

Verse 10a says, “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love.”  If we interpret this verse carelessly, we make Jesus a lot like 
Santa Clause.  If I obey, you will be on the nice list, and receive the gift of my love.  But if I do not obey, I will be on the naughty list and His 
affections towards me will be as black as coal.  News flash: Jesus is way more generous than Santa!  Jesus has no naughty or nice list 
but offers His love freely to all who desire to abide in it.  If we put obeying His commands before abiding in His love, it becomes a reluctant 
and burdensome type of obedience done out of a heart of obligation.  However, if we first abide in His love, our whole perspective changes.   
I want to loyally follow my loving Savior, because I am confident He knows what is best for me.  The result is a life full of joy  (verse 11).    
Explain a situation this last week in which following Christ was burdensome because you were not abiding in His love.  How have you 
experienced lasting joy by abiding in Christ and faithfully following His plan for you? 
 

2.  My loyalty builds our relationship.  Read John 15:12-15.  Jesus calls us into having a relationship with Him.  He makes it really 
clear that this relationship is not a master-servant relationship, but a friendship.  What is the difference between the two relationships and 
what are the spiritual byproducts of you being a friend of Christ?   
 

If I am truly abiding in His love, which leads me to being loyal to Christ, it will have great impact on the other relationships in my life.   
How should my friendship with Christ affect my friendship with those in my sphere of influence?  How can you grow in loving one another 
in your small group?  What should your friendship with others in your small group look like? 
 

3.  Our relationship gives me purpose.  Read John 15:16-17.  The fact that God chooses us is truly amazing, yet extremely humbling!  
None of us will ever forget the moment we met Jesus, our Savior.  Yet, that is not the end of your story, or even the climax, it is just the 
beginning of a relationship with a divine and glorious purpose.  Verse 16 says, “I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit”.  What kind of emotions do you feel in your heart knowing that God chose you with a specific purpose in mind?   
 

God wants your relationship with Him to be so rich and abundant, that it can overflow into the lives around you.  How do you know if the 
fruit you see in your life is produced through God’s purpose for you, or if it is something you manufactured through your own flesh?   
In what ways have you seen someone in your small group bearing fruit through their calling in life? 
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